
praife womens modefty: and gaue fueh orderly and wcl- 
behaued reproofe,to al vncomelinefle, that 1 would haue 
fworne his difpofition would hauc gone to the truth of 
his words: bat they doc no more adhere and keep place 
togethcr,then the hundred Pfalms to the tune ofGrcen- 
Heeues : Wbattcmpeft (I troa) threw this VVhale,(with 
io many Tuns ofoyle in his belly) a’fhoare at Windfor ? 
How (hall I bee reuenged on him ? I thinke the beft way 
were, to entertaine him wish hope, till the wicked fire 
of luft haue melted him in his owne grcace: Did you e- 
uerheare the like ? 

Mif.Page. Letter for letter ; but that the name of 
PAge and Ford differs :to thy great comfort in this my- 
ftery of ill opinion9,hecre’s the twyn-brother ofthy Let¬ 
ter : but let thine inherit firft, fori proteft mine ncuer 
fhall: I warrant he hath a thoufand of thefe Letters, writ 
with blanckc-fpace for different names (fure more): and 
thefe are of the fecond edition: hee will print them out 
of doubt; for he cares not what hee puts into the prefie, 
when he would put vs two : I had rather be a Giantefle, 
and lye vnder Mount Pelion: Well; I will find you ewen- 
tie UfciuiousTurtles ere one chafte man* 

MifFord. Why this is the very fame : the very hand: 
the very words: what doth he thinke of vs ? 

TMf.Pagc. Nay I know not: it makes me almoft rca- 
die to wrangle with mine owne honefty ; lie entcrcaine 
my felfe like one that lam not acquainted w.ithall : for 
fure rnleffehec know fomeflrainc in mcc, that I know 
not my felfe, hee would ncuer haue boorded me in this 
furic. 

Fori. Boording,call you it ? He bee fure to kcepe 
himaboue deckc. 

UW.Page. So will I; if hee come vnder my hatches, 
lie ncuer to Seaagainc :■ Let’s bee reueng’d on him : let’s 
appoint him a meeting : giuehim a fhow of comfort in 
his Suit,and lead him on with a fine baited delay, till hee 
hath pawn’d his horfes to mine Hoft of the Garter. 

ftli.Ford.Nay, I wil confent to aft any villany againft 
him,that may not fully the charinefle of our honefty : oh 
that my husband faw this Letter: it would giuc ctcrnall 
food to hisicaloufic, 

Mif.Page. Why look where he comes; and my good 
man too: hec’s as farre from iealoufie, as I am from gi- 
uing him caufe, and that (I hope) is an vnmeafurablc di- 
ftance. 

MifFord. You are the happier woman. 

Mif Page. Let’s confult together againft this greafie 
Knight: Come hither. 

Ford . Well: I hope, it be not fo. 

Fiji. Hope is acurtall-dog in fomcaffaircs : 

Sir Iohu affe<fts thy wife* 

Ford t Why fir, my wife is not young. 

Pifi . He wooes both high and low,both rich & poor, 
bothyong and old, one with another {Fori) he loues the 
Gally-mawfry (Ford) perpend* 

Ford . Loue my wife ? 

Pifi. With liucr, burning hot :prcuent5 
Or goc thou like Sir jitteon he, with 
Ring-wood at thy heeles: O,odiou* is the name. 

Ford. What name Sir? 

Pifi. The home I fay: Farewell: 

Take heed,hauc open eye, for theeucs doe foot by night. 
Take heed,ere fommer comes,or Cuckoo-birds do fing. 
Away fir Corp orall Ntm: 

it (Page) he {peakes fence. 

Ford . 1 will be patient; I will find out this* 
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Nim. And this is true: I like not the humoTafv"' 
hee hath wronged mcc in Tome humors: I fhould fc® 
borne the humour’d Letter to her: but I haue a fwo*!i 
and it {hall bice vpon myneccflitic: he loues Vourw’f 
There’s thelhorc and the long: My name is Corpn \ 
Nim: l fpeak,and I auoueh; ’tis true: my nameisV^ 
and Falflafe loues your wife: adieu, I loue not the K* 
mour of bread and cheefe: adieu. 

Page. The humour of it (quoth’a ? ) hcere’s a fi.li 
frights Englilb out of his wits. . tel,0w 

Ford. I will feeke out Falflafe. 

Page. I neacr heard fuch a drawling-affe&ing 
Fori. If I doe finde it: well. 

Page. I will not beleeue fuch a Catalan , though th 
Prieft o’ th’Towne commended him for a true man * 
Ford, ’Twas a good fenfible fellow: well, 

Page. How now (Meg ? 

Mfl. Page. Whether goe you(Ceorge?) harke you 
Mif Ford. How now(lweet f^)why art thou me 
lancholy l c 

Ford. I melancholy ? I am not melancholy ; 

Get you home : goc, 

; MifFord. Faith,thou haft fome crochets in thy head 
Now: will you goe, Mtflris Page 1 

Mif.Page. Hauc with you: you’ll come to dinnci 
qeorge ? Looke who comes yonder: {hee fhall bee cm 
Mefl'cngcr to this paltrie Knight. 

(MifFord. Truft tne,l thought on her .-fliee’Il fit it. 
Mif. Page. You are come to fee my daughter 4nm] 
Qtii. I rorfooth: and 1 pray how do’s good Miftrefle 
dme } 

Mif Page. Go in with vs and fee: we haue an heurei 
calkewith you. 

Page. How now Mafter Ford ? 

For. You heard what this knaue told me,did you not? 
Page. Yes,and you heard what the other told me ? 
Ford. Doe you thinke there is truth in them ? 

Tag. Hang’em flaues : I doe not thinke the Knight 
would offer it: But thefe that accufe him in his intent 
towards our wiucs, are a yoake of his difearded men: ye. 
ry rogues, now they be out of feruice. 

Ford . Were they his men? 

Page. Marry were they. 

Ford. I like it neuerthc betcr for that, 

Do’s he lye at the Garter ? 

Page. I marry do’s he: if hee fhould intend this voy. 
age toward my wife, I would turne her loofetohim; 
and what hee gets more of her, then (harpe words,let it 
lye on my head. 

Ford. I docnotmifdoubtmy wife : but I would bee 
loath to turne them together : a man may be too confi¬ 
dent : I would hauc nothing lye on my head : I cannot 
bethusfatisfied. 

Page. Looke where my ranting-Hoft of the Garter 
comes: there is cy ther liquor in his pate, or mony in hi* 
purfe, when hee lookes fo merrily i How now mini 
Hoft ? 

Hofio How now Bully-Rookc: thou’rt a Gentlemar 
Caueleiro Iuftice, I fay. 

Sbal. I follow, (mine Hoft) I follow : Good-cuen, 
and twenty (good Mafter Page.) MaftcrTW^wil you g« 
with vs ? we hauc fport in hand. 

FFofi. Tell him Caueleiro-Iufticc : tell him Bully- 
Rooke. 

• • Sir, there is a fray to be fought, betwecneSir 

Hugh the Welch Prieft,and Cairn the French Dodlor. 

Ford. Good 
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'cZpGood tnineHoft o’th’Garcer: a word with you. 
M,fl. What faift thou, my Bully-Rooke. 
ru Will you goc with vs to behold it. My merry 
Hoft hath had the mcafuring of their weapons ; and (I 
Sinke') hath appointed them contrary places : for ( be- 
Jeue mee ) I heare the Parfon is no letter: harke, I will 

c “£!'nUip»«« = '"pj' 

bum’d facke, to gtue me recourfe to him, and tell him 

mv name is 'Broome : oncly for a left. 

W Mv hand, (Bully; ) thou lhalt haue egrefle and 
regreffe (faid I well?) and thy name (hall be 'Broome. It 
i, a merry Knight: will you goe An-hcires ? 

Shot. Haue with you mine Hoft. 

Page. I haue heard the French-man hath good skill 

jo his Rapier. T , r 

Sbal. Tut fir: 1 could haue told you more : Intheie 
times you ftand on diftance: your Pafles,Stoccado’s,and 
Iknownot what:’tis the heart (Mafter Page) ’tis heere, 
’tisheere: I haue feene the time,with my long-lword, I 
would haue made you fowre tall fellowes skippelike 
Rattes. 

Hofl. Hccre boyes,heere,heere: (hall we wag ? 
P^c/Hauc withyou : 1 had rather heare them fcold, 

then fight. . 

Ford. Though Page be a fecure foole , and ftands fo 
firmely on his wiues frailty; yet, I cannot put-off my o- 
pinion fo eafily: fhe was in his company at Pages houfe: 
and what they made there.I know not. Well, I wil looke 
further into’t, and I haue a difguife, to found Falflafe j if 
I finde her honeft, I loofe not my labor: if fhe be other- 
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Enter FalftarFe, Fiftoll, Robin, Quickly, Bardolffe, 

Ford. 

Pal. I will not lend thee a penny.- 

Pifi. Why then the world’s mineOyfter, which I, 
with (word will open. 

■ Fal. Not a penny : I haue bcene content (Sir,) you 
(hould lay my countenancetopawnc: I haue grated vp- 
on my good friends for three Repreeucs for you, and 
your Coach-fellow Nim;ov clfc you had look’d through 
the grate, likcaGeminy ofBabooncs : I am damn’d in 
hell, for fwearing to Gentlemen my friends, you were 
good Souldiers, and call-fellowcs. And when Miftrcffe 
Briget loft the handle of her Fan, I took’t vpon mine ho¬ 
nour thou hadft it not. 

Pifi* Didft not thou (hare ? hadft thou not fifteenc 
pence ? 

Fal. Reafon,you roague,reafon : thinkft thou He en¬ 
danger my fbule,£mf/i ? at a word, hang no more about 
mee, I am no gibbet for you: goe, a Abort knife, and a 
throng, to your Mannor of Pickt-batch: goe, you’ll not 
bcare a Letter for mee you roague ? you ftand vpon your 
honor: why, (thou vnconfinable bafeneffe) it is as much 
as I can doe to keepe the termes of my hononor precife: 
I, I, I my felfefometimes, leauing the fearc of heauen on 


the left hand, and hiding mine honor in my necefTny,am 
faine to fhufflle : to hedge, and to lurch, and yet, you 
Rogue, will cn-fconcc your raggs; yourCat-a-Moun- 
tainc-lookcs, your red-lattice phrafes, and your bold- 
beating-oathes, vnder the fheltcr of your honor? you 
will not doe it? you? 

Pifi. I doe relent: what would thou more ofman ? 

I^obitj. Sir,herc's a woman would fpcake with you. 

Fal. Lecher approach. 

^//•Giue your worlhip good morrow. 

Fal. Good-morrcvv, good-wife. 

Qtti. Not fo. and’c pleafeyour worftiip. 

Fal. Good maid then. 

Qui. lie be fworne. 

As my mother was the firft houre I was borne. 

Fal. I doe beleeue the fwearer; what with me ? 

Stgu Shall I vouch-fafe your worftiip a word, or 
two ? 

Fal. Two thoufand (faire woman) and ilevouchfafc 
thee the hearing. 

Qui. There is one Miftrefle Ford, ( Sir) I pray come a 
little ncerer this waics : I my felfe dwell with M.Do<ftor 
Cairn : 

Fal . Well, on; Miftrefle Ford, you fay. 

Qui. Your wor(hip faies very true: I pray your wor- 
fliip come a little neerer this waies. 

Fal. I warrant thee, no-bodieheares 2 mine ownc 
people,mine owne people. 

Qui. Are they fo ? heauen -blcfle them, and make 
them his Seruants. 

Fal . Well; Miftrefle/ 7 ^, what of her ? 

£#i. Why,Sir; fhccVa good-creature; Lord,Lord, 
your Worflhip’s a wanton: well: heauen forgiue you, 
and all ofvs, I pray——. 

Fal. Miftrefle Ford: come, Miftrefle Ford. 

Qui. Marry this js the fhort, and thelongofit : you 
haue brought her into fuch a Canaries, as 5 cis wonder- 
full: the beft Courtier of them all ( when the Court lay 
at iVindfor) could neuer haue brought her to fuch a Ca- 
naric: yet there has bccne Knights,and Lords,and Gen¬ 
tlemen, with their Coaches; I warrant you Coach after 
Coach,letter after letter,gift after gift,fmelling fo fweet- 
ly ; all Muske, and fo ruftihng, 1 warrant you, infilke 
and golde, and in luch alligant termes, andun fuch wine 
andlugcrof the beft, and the faireft, that would hauc 
wonne any womans heart; and I warrant you,tbey could 
neuer get an eye-wink c of her: I had my felfe twcntic 
Angels giuen me this morning, but I defie all Angels(in 
any fuch fort, as they fay) but in the way of honefty : and 
I warrant you, they could ncuer get her fo much as fippe 
on a cup with the prowdeft of them all, and yet there has 
beene Earles: nay, ( which is more ) Pensioners, but I 
warrant you all is one with her. 

Fal. But what faies ftiec to mce ? be briefe my good 
Cnee-Ad trcurie. 

Out. Marry, fhe hath receiuM your Letter : for the 
which (he thankes you a thoufand times; and ftie giucs 
you to notifie, chat her husband will be ablcnce from his 
houfc,betweene ten and eleuen. 

Fal. Ten, and eleuen. 

Qui. I,torfooth: and then you may come and fee the 
pifture (ftic fayes)that you wot of: Mafter Ford her huf- 
bandwill be from home: alas, the fweet woman leades 
an ill life with him: hee’s a very icaloufie-man; (he leads 
a very frampold life with him, (good hart.) 

Fal. Ten, and eleuen. 


Woman 











































































